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MESSAGE FRUM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

N
dS

and

Dear ICME colleagues and friends,

tiswith great
welcome you

F\WS, and to my
Cditor-in-Chi
take on this ro

tantmoment:
ICOM Genera

the s

(2025—2028), a

newal, reflectio

or ICM
Confe

ef.
e at

pleasure that
to Issue 97 of ICME
rst issue serving
am honored to
such an impor-
- following the
‘ence In
art of a new board te
beriod m
1, and fo

arked by
'ward think-

Dubal

1M
/'e_

ing. | would also like to extend my
sincere thanks and appreciation to

Itor-

ded]

uab

Dr. Abdel
in-Ct

cation, p
e contri

years.

This issue comes at a
and momentum.
ity of ICMFE
ing a new chapter sha
perspectives, co
shared responsi
messages fr

Chairs, and the
CME

tion

contin

ence In la

ights from ICOM
warm
ICOM-ICME

rahman
ief of ICME
‘ofessiona
butions over the past

N

— SWOr

tcapt
<WNI

Board. We a
ahead to the upcoming ICM

iwan (2026), Invi

DEd

F|sayed, former
WS, for

ISm, and

SO

Cd-
his

val-

time of transi-
ures the
eopen-
by fresh
lective energy, and
vility. You will find
om the Chair,

Vice
Fditor, reflections on
s presence at the Annual Con-
ference in Mexico City (2024), high-
Dubai 2025, and a
introduction to the

new

- Confer-
ting our

ook

members to stay engaged and in-
volved.

Beyond conferences and govern-
ance, this issue reflects a broader
and inspiring regional and global
context. As the saying goes:

K st Mo Lo

U_cbt_s)bkbcul»

A nation without history is a nation
without a future.

What is especially encouraging
today is how history is being re-im-
agined and communicated through
technology, making heritage more
accessible and meaningful for new
cenerations. In less than two
months,three Arabcountriesinaugu-
rated landmark museums of global
significance:

= On 1 November 2025,
the Crand
Cairo.

= On 3 December 2025, the United
Arab Emirates inaugurated the
/Zayed National Museum in Abu

Dhabi.

= On 6 December 2025, Saudi Arabia
opened the Red Sea Museum in

Jeddah, housed within the historic

3ab Al-Bunt buildi istoric

ng In F
Jeddah.

These are not isolated events, but
powerful signals. Heritage is pres-
ent, and the future is being built
with awareness, responsibility, and
vision.

L

.

~gypt opened
~gyptian  Museum Ir

_

_ 1

CME NEWS is, above all, a platform
for its members. | warmly invite
CME members and museum profes-
sionalsworldwideespeciallyearly-ca-
reer colleagues to share your experi-

ences, research, exhibitions,

vrojects, and reflections. We are pre-
aring upcoming issues dedicated to
Dubai and Mexico City, and we ook
forward to receiving your contribu-
tions, statements, and news to
enrich future editions.

As Editor-in-Chief, | speak to you fir
and foremost as a colleague. ICM
strength lies in its diversity, di
ogue, and collective knowledge. |
nope this newsletter continues to be
a space for exchange, inspiration,
and collaboration and | look forward
to shaping it together with you.
With my best wishes,

Ali Mahfouz
ditor-in-Chief ICM

- N

- WS
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£ TER FROM THE CHAIR

December 2025

on behalf of our 2025-
Board isthatwe are com

newing our connections with you
after not having an editor for severa

years.

First, | would like to express my deep
oratitude to our previous Chair, Ralf

t has been two years since our news-
etter was published and all | can say

2028 |ICME
mitted to re-

Ceplak Mencin, for his decades of de-

votion to ICOM anad ICME

F as a board

member, Chair, and a member of the

COM DEFINE Working

Group that

nelped shape our new museum defi-
nition. It was a pleasure to work
alongside him over the past three

years, and we welcome his contin-

hoard members for th

commitment that gave to ICME.

many of our new boa
were able to attend the

led involvement in ICME well into
the future. | would also like to ex-
hress thanks to all our 2022-2025

e time and

After our elections in October 2025,
‘d members

COM Gener-

al Conference in Dubai this past No-

vember. It was a pleasure to meet ir

person with most of ou
as that rarely happens.

r new board
During the

conference, ICME help three ses-
sionsandourlCDayinvariouscollab-
orations with ICOM ARAB as well as
SOMUS. | would like to thank board

members Anamaria Ro

jas Mulnera,

Ali Mahfouz and Mario Buletic for all
their support during those sessions.
Dubai offered a chance to meet
CME members, both ongoing, new

and potential contributors to our
work over the next three years.

The end of the year is always a time

to reflect on how
hened and is happeni

munity a
over the

uch has hap-
Ng 1N our com-
nd our world, particularly
ast year. My vision as the

newly elected Chair of ICME is to

responsi

on strength
reach both interna
nternally, we must
within the ICME commur
vility as a board

engage with our members to focus
ening our work and our
ly and externally.
deepen our ties

ity. [tisour

to facilitate

and engage in continuous dialogue

and collective schola
members around the prescient
topics we face as a community of
museum professionals
day-to-day tasks of co
stewarding collections,

ship with our

critical research, deepeni

tions and broadening re
in service of t
nities your co

-xternally, itis our respo
board, and my persona
Chair, to prioritize ICM

ne plurality of commu-
lections represent.

aboratively

e ¥

and the

ndertaking
Ng connec-
ationsnips

nsibility as a

MIsSIoNn as

-'s thought

leadershipwithin ICOMasacommit-
tee devoted to the representation
and shared interpretation of collec-

tions

sity of
of our mission to fos
dialogue and unders

thatreflectourincredible diver-

peoples and cultures. Itis part

‘er meaningful
randing within

our respective communities, to advo-
cate for their human rights and be

partners|
manity w

tisequallyimportantthatour mems-
ers engage with our
eagues on subjects thatt

nsupportingourshared hu-
nerever possible.

COM col-
ney navil

gate In
shared
decolonization in its many forms.

Grou
Wor

None of
vers were present in the Working
p on Decolonization. As that
<ing Group evolves into its
second iteration as a Standing Com-
mittee (see Resolution #6, RESOLU-

their daily work such as
stewardship, restitution and

our nominated ICME mem-

TIONSADOPTED BY THE 40th I[COM
ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY), |

would like to hear from those of you
who would like to be more engaged

with this committee on behalf o
ICM

Beyond ICOM, we will look outward
at ways that we can expand both our
collective reach and the relevance of

n

your voices within previously unex-

P
0

ored

Ur col

international arenas where
ective knowledge and re-

sourceswould bringvalue and signif-

WIT

cultural
ogency education.

icance. One of my areas of research
nas been developmg pathways for
numanitarian agencies to engage
h the museum sector, particularly

ly relevantrefugeeand emer-
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Today, as we begin to shape a st
tegic plan for our new ICME
ntion is always captured by
humanitarian
whether
mate re
profoundly affects the commus-
N which we all collabo-

my atte
NEeWws
sector
forced,
ed,

nities wit

rate.

the
migration,

from
as
economic or cli

- board,

a—

al-

| read a recent report by Wayan

Vota, a
mani
mani

cies have
past year,
mantling of USA
States. Concurrently,

whose

tarian

of fund

digital strategist in

nning with -

D in the

veg|

funct L

ranging from 20-44%, has

a cascade of

healthc

cuts in food a
are across the world.

the hu-

fleld, regardinghow hu-
tariananddevelopmentagen-
heen decimated

in the
‘he dis-
United

the cessation
ing to UN organizations,
budgets relied on now de-
S funding in percentages

caused
id and
tises-

timated that so far this year these
cuts can be attributed to over
600,000 deaths (mostly children)

and those num

nificant

Ic Repu

cut off.

on migration and
that will ensue. These are a

ia, South Sudan,
the repercussions
cultural heri

Imagine

vers will climb sig-

ly in early 2026 when pipe-
inesinAfghanistan, the Democrat-
blic of Congo, Haiti, Soma-

and Sudan are

tage
| re-

ojons where our members live and

work and our
nificant col

ections.

institutions hold sig-

While | have read through our 2018

nes|
want

ICME to engage

CME survey and understand the
tance of some mem

Ders 1o

N what

some may consider activism, | ask

you to C

onsider

how your research and collections
are supporting or might support the

commu

Who Wi
cuts.
that wi

was just

nerships or areas of work that fill
some of this void that has a
begun to appear and will only
deepen? | welcome your comments

nities wit
He most
We are moving into a wo
| be far less humane than it

h whom you work

impacted by these
|d

one year ago.
Are there any innovations inour part-

ready

and suggestions and ask for your pa-

tience and o
will continue
bit on ways ir

hen-mindedness as |
to press and p
which we can

‘ovoke a
roaden

our focus in the museum sector for

the foreseeab

nolidays in
nealthy season wi
friends. Please look

e future.

-or now, we wish those celebrating
December a happy and

th family and
for more emails

with requests for your participation

WE

in upcoming events and
tions as well as our ca
Annual Confe
nave slated

publica-
| for the

rence in Taipei which
for October18-25. We

look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,

eidi McKinnon
CME Chair

LETTER FROM
IHE VIGE-CRAIR

As we wrap up the 2025 c
year and
season in the Southern

Dear ICME members and friends,

alendar

welcome the summer

Hermi-

sphere, | would like to extend my

thankstoa
ticipation

thank our
Ceplak Mencin,
CME and
thanks a

in ICME. | would

ou

going  Chalr,
for his dedication to
ICOM over the years. My
so go to the 2022—2025

| of you foryouractive par-

like to
Ralf

Board, with whom we shaped the
themes of our past three years of
work under Museums and Change.

With our new Chair, Heidi
non, we are delighted
the 2025—2028 Board memb
Sing-Da, Shaimaa, and
Today, ICME reflects a multi

and diverse platform, witlr

to welcome

McKin-

ers: All,
Yaarob.
cultura
3oard

members speaking Arabic,
-rench,
WOr
museum communities In
Syria, Chile, Taiwan, Qatar, A

New Zealand, Colombia,

Mexico (USA), and México.

Fnglish,
Spanish, and Mandarin,
<ing and collaborating with

gy pt,
otearoa
New
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From 2022 to 2025, we achieved
milestones that make us feel

proud. Some

of them:

= \We held ICME annual conferences

at three spectacu

Museum of
pest (2023),

extensive repositor
tures and Hu

the Nationa

pology in Mexico Ci

of the wor

tion of
porary h
continent:

B

Museum (2025), one of the
largest heritage

Arab

and cu
Shindagha d

three keyn
—oypt, Mex

d’s largest a
nificant museums fort
bre-Hispanic and contem-
istories of the A
and at Al Shindagha
United
Emirates’
museums showcasing E
ture,

representing variou
tastes of the

ar museums: the
_thnogra:)hy in

Buda-

one of Europe’s most

N
istrict of

ote
CO, 4dnd

TIUsSeun

Ahmed Ras
Civilization

ned (Found
Rights

nd
e

the
Dubai.
= Diversity was central,
speakers

Belgium/UK
s facets and

M}

WE

ratl |
Nisto

es of world cul-
ngarian folk heritage;
Museum of Anthro-
y (2024), one
MOost sig-
reserva-

merican

fe
iC

had

from

practme

er of
tute),
Teresa Morales Lersch (Founder
<s of

NSt

and Advisor to the Networ
Community Museums in Meéxico

and
Broekhoven

Latin America) and

(Director o

RIvers Museum).

» |CME started two worki

In Latin Ameri
Cast and North Africa.

caandint

dU

the

ra Van
f the Pitt

Ng groups

ne Middle

= The ICME Newsletter continued to

be published in th
Arabic Spanish, and
= An Abstract

ree languages:
English.
Review Committee

was created for our conferences in

Mexico City

and

Dubai, bringing

together colleagues from more

than

15 countries.

* We had important collaborations:

at [COM
oped jo
nationa

Seo
ARAB;

int sessions with the
Committee for Social Mu-
ogy (SOMU
our
Museum of Antropology ir
City was developed in par

Dubai 2025 we devel-
Nnter-

S) and with ICOM
conference at the
Mexico
‘nership

with the Committee for Museums

ana Co
Music

CIMCIM),

important support o
nstitute of Antropo

lections of Instruments and

(MUSIC, previously
ICOM Mexico, and the
f the National
ogy and His-

tory (INAH); and in Budapest with

the

impress
Museum of

ve team of the
thnography.

For 2025-2028, in alignment with

small- and

and

network ir

the 2025 ICOM
the responsibi
participation of
vers and supporting the journeys of

neritage institutions, by
tating collaboration and know
sharing. We also aim

cepts Int

roduced

Resolutions, we carry
ity of increasing the
our youngest mem-

medium-scale museums
facili-
edge
to support our
implementing the con-
in the new

museum definition.

| believe museums o

enous-led

museums, as well as ICME
ul platforms for cross-region-

C

power

fcultures, Indig-

and community-based
itself, are

al dialogues. When, as communi-
ties, we interpret and manage our

own heritage, our museum practi
becomes an aut

witnessing

museums. We open spaces

ce
nentic platform for
the social function of
for Indig-

enisation of museology and com-

that

munity-based curatorial approaches
transform
tween people, nature, and identiti

relationships be-

es.

As we ook forward to 2026, we face
the crucial task of revitalising ICME
and opening it to a broader spec-
trum of museum types that care for
and interpret world cultures herit-
age. Thisincludes moving beyond in-
herited and colonial understandings
of the term “ethnography” towards
perspectives that feel familiar, re-
spectful and inclusive of Indigenous
nations, models of museums and al-
ternative ways of doing and knowing

in differentareas of the world. It also
means recognising that many
museum workers — including

ouides, artists, curators, educators,
scholars, conservators, and so on —
who engage with their own cultures
as well as with world heritages
today, do notsit comfortably, or ethi-
cally, within “ethnographic” labels.

| want us to keep welcoming fresh
voices and approaches that reflect
the colourful diversity of museums
and heritage today, and most impor-
tantly, of museums-makers: creative
numans across different territories
acting as guardians of nature, knowl-
edges, memories and future.

Warm greetings from Aotearoa’s
summer!

Felices fiestas!

Anamaria Rojas-Munera, ICME Vice
Chalr
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After the Smithsonian, Ms. McKin-  as well as was part of CECA Chile be-
non spent several years working in  tween 2018 and 2022.

atin America on both curatorial and

‘COM_lCME economic development projects in  Anamaria hasworkedascuratorialad-
Cuatemala, Chile, and Panama. She  visor to community-based museums

was the founding Director of Exhibi- in Chile and Colombia, supporting

BOARD tionsand Planningandinauguralcu-  the development of exhibitions and
rator for the Museum of Freedom  theinterpretation of cultural and nat-

and Human Rights, where she man-  ural heritage, collections research

2025 - 2028 aged the development of a new na- and care, education programmes,
tional museum which opened in and fundraising in isolated territo-

PanamaCityin2019.Shecurrentlyfo-  ries. She also has been involved in
cuses on cultural consulting and  museum accessibility projects in Eng-
ong-term development of the and. In 2018, Anamaria co-founded
UNESCO Creative Cities program in  the museums’ network of the Aysén
Santa Fe, New Mexico. RegioninChileanPatagonia, co-curat-
ed and developed the concept for the
permanent exhibitions of the Museo
de Cochrane, Museo de Chile Chico
and Museo de |la Patagonia Padre An-
tonio Ronchi in Villa O'Higgins. She
nas also curated exhibitions for other
orassroots organisations and local
covernments, highlighting nature
conservation, industrial heritage,
andarts, incollaborationwith Patago-
nian artists, historians and activists.
-ollowing her passion for birds and
natural heritage, in 2025 Anamaria
became a tour guide at Zealandia Te
Mara a Tane, the first fully fenced
urban ecosanctuary in the world, lo-
Anamaria is a curator and museum  cated in Wellington, Aotearoa New
educator from Barranquilla, Colom-  Zealand.

bia, focused onsocial historyand nat-

ural heritage interpretation in com-

munity-based museums.

Heidi McKinnon
ICOM ICME CHAIR

Heidi McKinnon is a museum con-
sultant and business owner who has

worked for over twenty years to sup- . . X -
port cultural heritage as a curator, ANAMARIA ROJAS-MUNERA

writer, public speaker and social en-  ICOMICMEVICE CHAIR

trepreneur on issues of historical
memory, indigenous history, human
rights and cultural heritage through-
out Latin America.

]

/

IN1996, Heidi began her careerwork- ¢ rrently PhD candidate in Museum
ng with artisans and culture bearers 4,4 Heritage Studies at Victoria Uni-
pr the S.m“hSO” an Center for FO”?’ versity of Wellington (Aotearoa New
fe StL-d'.eS ajd the 1998 SmIthsoni-  7651and) researchingcuratorial prac-
an Folklite Festival program. She ac in N7 and Chile She was 3
then joined the curatorial team of L 5rd member and secretary of
the SmithsonianInstitutions Nation- ~mE from 2022—2025 and has beer

al MJSEUF” O“.the American Indian 5 member of ICOM Chile since 2018
which opened in 2004.

J;
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SHAIMAA MATAR
ICOM ICME SECURTARY

Sk
Cu

almaa Matar
rator at the National Museum of
Foyptian Civilization, with extensive
experience |
hibition strat
tation,

She ¢
ICOM

the Internatior
seums and Co
phy (ICM
ternational
communi

LLIMS,

urre
Ara

policy.

n curatorial practi
egy, collection in

ntly serves as Treasu

handisaBoard Mem

lections of

ties,

1S a Senior Museumn

rer of
her of
al Committee for Mu-
Fthnogra-
——|COM), contributingtoin-
discussions on muse-
and cultural

r

ce, ex-
terpre-
and exhibition development.

r

~

Sheisaresearcherin museology and

heritage stud
terestinexni
nity-based

museums, ethnogra
collections, and the social role of

TIU

ies, with a particular in-
dition strategy, commu-
Dhic

—

seums in safeguarding cultural iden-

tity.
V

I"f"
d

emic

iewed book chapter wit
Nature examining the ecomnr
paradigm as a tool
tural heritage in t
ate change. F
researc

NS

er work brid

n and pro

n 2025, she published a peer-re-
ringer
useum
forsustaining cu
ne context of cli
oes aca-
‘essional

—

—

practice, focusingoninclusive exhibi-

tion
mu

models, sustainability,and com-
NIty engagement.

Huang Sing-Da
ICOM ICME TREASURER

Huang S|
sor in the
Creative Ind
Hwa University. He
communication

Chengchi Universi
sive leadership and

the Operati
formation
Muse
the Education
tional Taiwa
the Researcl

Dep

DIV

Tarwar
nNe CO0

rdinated

fairs and professiona

ho

from
ty and
curator

DJivision at t
um of Natural Scie
artm
N Museum:
SIOr

entattn

at tr
al Museum of History. He
served as secretary-genera
Museum Association, where
national museum af-
networks. An

ustries at National
ds a Ph.

1CE; C

ng-Daisanassistant profes-
Department of Arts ar

d

Jonr

S

ernance,

ogy,
ethnic rep

ONn prescri
tions include From Objec
tions:ReconstructingMed
sification,
Museum Collections (2025),
ing Transnational and Transdisci
nary Museum Practices through the
alwan—Japan Prescription

ens of

His major research
ums, art galleries and
ative industries. F
estsinclud

€M

felds are mr
the cultura

USEOD

d

med
and society, popularcu
education
resentation, ar
htion.

latizatio

and

1S major

nd Covernance

EXP

LUSE-
cre-

IS research inter-
0gy, museum gov-
n, technology
ture, narratol-
hsychology,
d museum
hublica-
'S to Insti
lation,C

Tu-
aS-

N
Or-
O] -

—X-

change (2025), Managing Communi-

cation in Contempo

ary Museums

. Ir

Nationa
as exten-
ial experi-
ence at major national museums ir
aiwan, including serving as chief of
ons, Collections, and In-
ne Natio
nief
e Na-

d ch

aw

d

ief of

e Nation-
nas also
of the

academic and curator, he has curat-

ed and led numero

US MusSeur

jects, including the
vilion, multimediaa
nibitions,anddigita
dItion Initiatives.
strong competency
collaboration,
tion, and museu

COM Taiwar

Dro-
Pa-

ndinteractive ex-
andonlineexhi-

e C

N

EIMonst

Internat
bublic communica-
M Innovation.

rates

onal

(2022), and P
tionr

Process of

robing
Museun

the Mediatiza-

-

O-’_'

Con

cepts 0
\)\/OI’ldS: A
Online

fer

Narrative Analysis of the
Display of Collections (2020).

e Virtual and the

ALI MAHFOUZ

BOARD MEMBER,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,
ICME NEWS

Ali Mahfouz is a Cultural
ultant at FalconViz
via, with over 13 years of ex-
'tural heritage site man-
museums.

Cons
Saudi
perienceincu
agement and

Ara

ns Combining

Real

eritage
(KAUST),
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January

with the M

—gypt,

Storage

Consu
s PMP

Management

All ho
chaeo

es (2071
D

and a
has pub

O
with

ecome St

ater served as
ver 2023. Since January 2024, he has
<ing as a Cultural
tat FalconViz (
ed from

nstitute (PMI).

oeen Wor
tar

UN
-mbassy, ar
2021, he co-

20"

W

pervi

M

s (

certi

JInA
ished -

-SCO,
d th

oun

\_/

sor of
useum (2015—20
Director until

ds a Bachelor’s degree ir
ogy(2010),postgraduates
), a Master’s degree (2017),
chaeology (2025).
‘our academica
and one book, and has contri
Internationa

SAI

-

ded the

He began his professional career in
2 as an archaeolog|st
nistry of Antiquities |
ere he

M

brogressed
the Mansoura
8) and

ecem-

eritage
CAUST). Ali
the Project

Ar-
tud-

He
rticles
outed
heritage projects
D, the Americar

D

utch Embassy. Ir
—oypt Herit-

age Association, a non-profit organi-
zationfocusedonheritagedocumen-

me
and
as  a

membe

tation and
nas been ar
since 2017 and served
mber of ICOM
2025—2028). He has also acted
scientiic  committee ]
COI\/\ ICM
in Azerbaijan, Prague, Mexico, and
Dubai, and r”amtams St

sional cor
ICON, anad

r for

CAA.

hrofessional
active mem

nections with

training. Al
ver of ICOM
as a board
Coypt (2021—2025

LLIY
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WINDS FROM THE SUUTH = THE s sene e presenvaions e

oiven an account in different ways of

EXPER‘ENCE DF THE ‘CME ANNUAL these processes of collecting collec-
tions to fill museums in different
narts of the world. Along these lines

MEETING INMEXICO CITY 2024 s oo o suaanee conas

of regions whose history was marked
by colonialism and which are still ex-

Renata Curcio Valente, Curator, Eth-  debate on collaborative work, part-
nology Section and PPGAS, National  nership building, networking and di-

Museurn UFR] Brazil Alogue :)e;encmgws social, cu.turala andlect:)o—|
Andrea Pegoraro, Director, Juan B. ﬂto mtc COﬁecI]udejces i tj gto E
| | structure. Thelndigenousandautoch-

Ambrosetti Ethnographic Museum,  The cohesion of the group, despite 5 .
FFyL. University of Buenos Aires, Ar-  the linguistic differences, allowed a thonous peoples of these regions
& | > ) were colonized and studied by scien-
gentina Very Narmonious Ccoexistence with tificexpeditionsin orderto collect ob-
October, 2024 the possibility of participating, in ad- jects of their material culture to trans-

’ dition to the presentations, in visits & | -

er to local and international muse-

The ICME meeting at the. Natiohal to archaeological sites and countless
Museum of Anthropology in Mexico  yuseums and historical sites that
City was marked by the convergence  4njy Mexico City has, and that the or-
of interests, ongoing projects and re- canization of the event in the

search CXPETIENCES. A smql but person of Heidi McKinnon, was able
tuned group of representatives of 1 offer us

museums, universities and research
centers from the most diverse con- Political positioning

texts—especially from the Americas,  aAfter the collective istening and

and from Europe and Asia— pe sqnal— debate among the participants, we
y attended the meeting, highlight-  ~qncider it important to suggest

ing important contributions to the deepening more horizontal practic-
debate on ethnographic collections  oc \within ICME On the one hand we
and the new challenges that muse-  onsider it necessary to consider
ums face today with this type of col-  other countries in the Americas to
ections acquired mostly ina coloni-  carry it out, and on the other hand, to
2l context. The concepts of dialogue,  redyce costs to make it more accessi-
reparation, repatriation, restitution,  pe to representatives of communi-

decolonization, inclusion, reactiva-  tjes that were subjected to a colonial

tion of objects, new memories, re-  pasr such as those in the Americas,

pressed h stories, among others,  acia Africa and Oceania
showed signsof transnationalandin-

terdisciplinary debates that cross  aqwe pointed out before, the collec-

museological institutions. The nu-  tigne of ethnographic museums are
merous presentationsand panelsal-  the result of Furopean colonial con-  Asacommittee, we suggest having a

owed for rgﬂegt'oh onawide range texts towards the rest of the clear position onthe matterand that
of topics, highlighting the non-Western world, mainly from the  is why we reiterate the need to hold

nineteenth century, accompanied by  these annual meetings in global ma-
genocidal processes, especially with  joritycountriestofacilitate the partic-
the Indigenous peoples (autochtho-  ipation of Indigenous peoples.

nous and tribal) of the planet.

LLIMS.

nlinewiththis, the debate ontheres-
titution of human remains and their
exhibition, as well as cultural herit-
age, was very important, puts on the
table the mportance of reflecting on
the issue of property rights over cul-
tural heritage and the need to bring
together representatives of different
contexts in this debate. It is impor-
tant to highlight the importance of
naving an international forum such
as the ICME, which can be a space for
representation and dialogue for rep-
resentatives of countries suffering
from social and income inequalities,
violence, authoritarian hierarchies
and contexts of internal colonialism
to raise issues related to the commus-
nities of origin thatare represented in
ethnographic collections and muse-
ums.
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CME AT THE ICOMGENERAL _ fissseiesem s
CONFERENCE IN DUBA

erence frame-
work, proposed thematic directions,

Scientific Exchange, Committee Engagement,

and Future Planning

and organizational planning for the
event.

hese discussions formed part of
ICMFE’s broader efforts to ensure the
continuity and quality of its annual
scientificprogram, Wh|lestrengthen—

The ICOM Ceneral Conference held The sessions were marked by active  ing international participation and
in Dubai provided animportantplat-  discussion and strong audience en-  scholarly exchange among mem-
form for the International Commit- gagement, highlighting the rele- bersand partners.

tee for Museums and Collections of vance of ethnographic museums as
thnography (ICME) to actively spaces for critical reflection and
engage in scientific dialogue, com- cross-cultural dialogue.

mittee collaboration, and strategic
blanning. ICMFE’s participation re-
flected the committee’s continued
commitment to advancing ethno-
oraphic museology and fostering in-
ternational exchange within the

SHAIMAA MATAR
ICOM ICME SECURTARY

First Meeting of the Newly Elected
ICME Board

The Dubai CGeneral Conference was
AlShindagha Museumas Hostof IC  afso significant as it marked the first
Day General Conference following the
On the margins of the General Con-  election of the new ICME Board. The

ference, Al Shindagha Museum newly elected Board convened an
nosted the International Commit-  in-person meeting to discuss priori-

COM network tees Day (IC Day), welcoming mem-  ties for the upcoming term and to
versof ICOM’sInternational Commit-  outline an initial roadmap for future

ICME ScientificSessionsattheGen- tees.Asahostvenue, themuseumof-  activities.

eral Conference fered aart|C|parts the opportunity to

During the General Conference, experienceaculturalinstitutionded- Key areas of focus included strength-

CME organized three dedicated sci- icated to presenting the heritage ening scientific programming, en-

entific sessions that addressed con- andsocial history of the United Arab  hancing communication with ICME

temporary issues relevant to ethno- Emirates. members, and reinforcing the com-

mittee’s role in addressing contem-
porary challenges facing ethno-
oraphic museums worldwide.

oraphic museums and collections ir
collaboration with ICOM ARAM and
SOMUS. The sessions brought to-
cether presenters from diverse cul-
tural and geographic :>ac|<grounc_s,
offering a wide range of perspectives
on museum practice, representa-
tion, and community engagement.

Al Shindagha Museum focuses on
documenting traditional ways of life,
crafts, community structures, and
nistorical transformations within  Conclusion

“mirati society. The visit provided IC  |CME’s participation in the ICOM
members with insight into a locally  Ceneral Conferencein Dubaidemon-
grounded museumapproachthatin-  strated the committee’s active role
terprets national heritage through within the international museum
Topics discussed across the sessions ~ contemporary exhibition practices.  community. Through its scientific

included the role of ethnographic sessions, committee meetings, and
museums in interpreting cultural  conference in Taiwan forward-looking discussions, ICME
identities, approaches to safeguard- During the General Conference reaffirmed its commitment to pro-

ingtangible and intangible heritage, |~pmE he Moting ethnographic research, sup-

- representatives met with t |
and current challenges related to porting professional exchange, and

| | organizing committee of the upcom- DN i i "
museum narratives, ethics, and col- ing ICME Annual Conference, contributing to the evolving dis-

aboration with source communi- course on museums, heritage, and
ties. soclety.

Preparations for the ICME Annual
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UPGOMING IGME CONFERENCE
IN TAIWAN (2020
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ul setting for addressing how muse-
honsibly engage with con-
cultural, and political

Members of the newly elected ICOM ICME Board during a
meeting with the Taiwan 2026 Conference Organizing Team
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nities worldwide.



ICME NEWS 97 December2025 13

ANEW YEAR, SHARED RERITAGE:
HAPPY 2026 -RUM ICOM [CME

[ Another year of stories,
\ people, and shared heritage!

[ Together, we shape inclusive
\ and meaningful museum practice!

“» Happy New Year *«Q*\l
to the Museum Community ===
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This illustration was generated using ChatGPT, as an Al design tool, guided and edited by the Editor-in-Chietf.
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We are preparing upcoming issues dedicated to

CME NEWS is, above all, a platform for its members. We warmly invite ICME mem-
vers and museum professionals worldwide, to share your experiences,
nibitions, projects, and re

researcn, ex-

flections. We encourage contributions on upcoming con-
ferences and exhibitions, reviews of past events, or articles that reflect on current
in museum practice. We are particula
an ICME member museum or provide insigh
ing restitution and repatriation.

nat introduce
hates, includ-

n future editions, we plan to explore these topics in
ive ways, such as through comics, to examine how ethnograp
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Dubai and Mexico City, and we
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