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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Dear ICME colleagues and friends,

It is with great pleasure that 
I welcome you to Issue 97 of ICME 
NEWS, and to my first issue serving 
as Editor-in-Chief. I am honored to 
take on this role at such an impor-
tant moment for ICME, following the 
ICOM General Conference in Dubai 
and the start of a new board term 
(2025–2028), a period marked by re-
newal, re�lection, and forward think-
ing. I would also like to extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
Dr. Abdelrahman Elsayed, former Ed-
itor-in-Chief of ICME NEWS, for his 
dedication, professionalism, and val-
uable contributions over the past 
years. 

This issue comes at a time of transi-
tion and momentum. It captures the 
continuity of ICME’s work while open-
ing a new chapter shaped by fresh 
perspectives, collective energy, and 
shared responsibility. You will find 
messages from the Chair, Vice 
Chairs, and the Editor, re�lections on 
ICME’s presence at the Annual Con-
ference in Mexico City (2024), high-
lights from ICOM Dubai 2025, and a 
warm introduction to the new 
ICOM-ICME Board. We also look 
ahead to the upcoming ICME Confer-
ence in Taiwan (2026), inviting our 
members to stay engaged and in-
volved.

Beyond conferences and govern-
ance, this issue re�lects a broader 
and inspiring regional and global 
context. As the saying goes:
 «أمة ب� تاريخ هي أمة ب� مستقبل» 
A nation without history is a nation 
without a future.
What is especially encouraging 
today is how history is being re-im-
agined and communicated through 
technology, making heritage more 
accessible and meaningful for new 
generations. In less than two 
months, three Arab countries inaugu-
rated landmark museums of global 
significance:

These are not isolated events, but 
powerful signals. Heritage is pres-
ent, and the future is being built 
with awareness, responsibility, and 
vision.

ICME NEWS is, above all, a platform 
for its members. I warmly invite 
ICME members and museum profes-
sionals worldwide especially early-ca-
reer colleagues to share your experi-
ences, research, exhibitions, 

projects, and re�lections. We are pre-
paring upcoming issues dedicated to 
Dubai and Mexico City, and we look 
forward to receiving your contribu-
tions, statements, and news to 
enrich future editions.

As Editor-in-Chief, I speak to you first 
and foremost as a colleague. ICME’s 
strength lies in its diversity, dia-
logue, and collective knowledge. I 
hope this newsletter continues to be 
a space for exchange, inspiration, 
and collaboration and I look forward 
to shaping it together with you.
With my best wishes,

Ali Mahfouz 
Editor-in-Chief, ICME NEWS
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Letter from the Chair
December 2025

It has been two years since our news-
letter was published and all I can say 
on behalf of our 2025-2028 ICME 
Board is that we are committed to re-
newing our connections with you 
a�ter not having an editor for several 
years.

First, I would like to express my deep 
gratitude to our previous Chair, Ralf 
Čeplak Mencin, for his decades of de-
votion to ICOM and ICME as a board 
member, Chair, and a member of the 
ICOM DEFINE Working Group that 
helped shape our new museum defi-
nition. It was a pleasure to work 
alongside him over the past three 
years, and we welcome his contin-
ued involvement in ICME well into 
the future. I would also like to ex-
press thanks to all our 2022-2025 
board members for the time and 
commitment that gave to ICME.

A�ter our elections in October 2025, 
many of our new board members 
were able to attend the ICOM Gener-
al Conference in Dubai this past No-
vember. It was a pleasure to meet in 
person with most of our new board 
as that rarely happens. During the 
conference, ICME help three ses-
sions and our IC Day in various collab-
orations with ICOM ARAB as well as 
SOMUS. I would like to thank board 
members Anamaria Rojas Múnera, 
Ali Mahfouz and Mario Buletic for all 
their support during those sessions. 
Dubai o�fered a chance to meet 
ICME members, both ongoing, new 
and potential contributors to our 
work over the next three years.

The end of the year is always a time 
to re�lect on how much has hap-
pened and is happening in our com-
munity and our world, particularly 
over the last year. My vision as the 
newly elected Chair of ICME is to 
engage with our members to focus 
on strengthening our work and our 
reach both internally and externally. 
Internally, we must deepen our ties 
within the ICME community. It is our 
responsibility as a board to facilitate 
and engage in continuous dialogue 
and collective scholarship with our 
members around the prescient 
topics we face as a community of 
museum professionals and the 
day-to-day tasks of collaboratively 
stewarding collections, undertaking 
critical research, deepening connec-
tions and broadening relationships 
in service of the plurality of commu-
nities your collections represent.

Externally, it is our responsibility as a 
board, and my personal mission as 
Chair, to prioritize ICME’s thought 
leadership within ICOM as a commit-
tee devoted to the representation 
and shared interpretation of collec-
tions that re�lect our incredible diver-
sity of peoples and cultures.  It is part 
of our mission to foster meaningful 
dialogue and understanding within 
our respective communities, to advo-
cate for their human rights and be 
partners in supporting our shared hu-
manity wherever possible. 

It is equally important that our mem-
bers engage with our ICOM col-
leagues on subjects that they navi

gate in their daily work  such as 
shared stewardship, restitution and 
decolonization in its many forms. 
None of our nominated ICME mem-
bers were present in the Working 
Group on Decolonization. As that 
Working Group evolves into its 
second iteration as a Standing Com-
mittee (see Resolution #6, RESOLU-
TIONS ADOPTED BY THE 40th ICOM 
ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY), I 
would like to hear from those of you 
who would like to be more engaged 
with this committee on behalf of 
ICME.

Beyond ICOM, we will look outward 
at ways that we can expand both our 
collective reach and the relevance of 
your voices within previously unex-
plored international arenas where 
our collective knowledge and re-
sources would bring value and signif-
icance. One of my areas of research 
has been developing pathways for 
humanitarian agencies to engage 
with the museum sector, particularly 
culturally relevant refugee and emer-
gency education.
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Letter from 
the Vice-Chair

 Today, as we begin to shape a stra-
tegic plan for our new ICME board, 
my attention is always captured by 
news from the humanitarian 
sector as migration, whether 
forced, economic or climate relat-
ed, profoundly a�fects the commu-
nities with which we all collabo-
rate.

I read a recent report by Wayan 
Vota, a digital strategist in the hu-
manitarian field, regarding how hu-
manitarian and development agen-
cies have been decimated in the 
past year, beginning with the dis-
mantling of USAID in the United 
States. Concurrently, the cessation 
of funding to UN organizations, 
whose budgets relied on now de-
funct US funding in percentages 
ranging from 20-44%, has caused 
a cascade of cuts in food aid and 
healthcare across the world. It is es-
timated that so far this year these 
cuts can be attributed to over 
600,000 deaths (mostly children) 
and those numbers will climb sig-
nificantly in early 2026 when pipe-
lines in Afghanistan, the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo, Haiti, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, and Sudan are 
cut o�f. Imagine the repercussions 
on migration and cultural heritage 
that will ensue. These are all re-
gions where our members live and 
work and our institutions hold sig-
nificant collections.

While I have read through our 2018 
ICME survey and understand the 
hesitance of some members to 
want  ICME to engage in what 
some may consider activism, I ask 
you to consider

how your research and collections 
are supporting or might support the 
communities with whom you work 
who will be most impacted by these 
cuts.  We are moving into a world 
that will be far less humane than it 
was just one year ago.
Are there any innovations in our part-
nerships or areas of work that fill 
some of this void that has already 
begun to appear and will only 
deepen?  I welcome your comments 
and suggestions and ask for your pa-
tience and open-mindedness as I 
will continue to press and provoke a 
bit on ways in which we can broaden 
our focus in the museum sector for 
the foreseeable future.

For now, we wish those celebrating 
holidays in December a happy and 
healthy season with family and 
friends. Please look for more emails 
with requests for your participation 
in upcoming events and publica-
tions as well as our call for the 
Annual Conference in Taipei which 
we have slated for October 18-25. We 
look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely,

Heidi McKinnon
ICME Chair

Dear ICME members and friends,

As we wrap up the 2025 calendar 
year and welcome the summer 
season in the Southern Hermi-
sphere, I would like to extend my 
thanks to all of you for your active par-
ticipation in ICME. I would like to 
thank our outgoing Chair, Ralf 
Čeplak Mencin, for his dedication to 
ICME and ICOM over the years. My 
thanks also go to the 2022–2025 
Board, with whom we shaped the 
themes of our past three years of 
work under Museums and Change.

With our new Chair, Heidi McKin-
non, we are delighted to welcome 
the 2025–2028 Board members: Ali, 
Sing-Da, Shaimaa, and Yaarob. 
Today, ICME re�lects a multicultural 
and diverse platform, with Board 
members speaking Arabic, English, 
French, Spanish, and Mandarin, 
working and collaborating with 
museum communities in Egypt, 
Syria, Chile, Taiwan, Qatar, Aotearoa 
New Zealand, Colombia, New 
Mexico (USA), and México.

ICME NEWS 97 December 2025 5



From 2022 to 2025, we achieved 
milestones that make us feel 
proud. Some of them:
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Meet the New 
ICOM-ICME 
Board 
2025 - 2028

Heidi McKinnon is a museum con-
sultant and business owner who has 
worked for over twenty years to sup-
port cultural heritage as a curator, 
writer, public speaker and social en-
trepreneur on issues of historical 
memory, indigenous history, human 
rights and cultural heritage through-
out Latin America. 

In 1996, Heidi began her career work-
ing with artisans and culture bearers 
for the Smithsonian Center for Folk-
life Studies and the 1998 Smithsoni-
an Folklife Festival program. She 
then joined the curatorial team of 
the Smithsonian Institution’s Nation-
al Museum of the American Indian 
which opened in 2004. 

Heidi McKinnon
ICOM ICME CHAIR 

ANAMARÍA ROJAS-MÚNERA
ICOM ICME VICE CHAIR

A�ter the Smithsonian, Ms. McKin-
non spent several years working in 
Latin America on both curatorial and 
economic development projects in 
Guatemala, Chile, and Panama. She 
was the founding Director of Exhibi-
tions and Planning and inaugural cu-
rator for the Museum of Freedom 
and Human Rights, where she man-
aged the development of a new na-
tional museum which opened in 
Panama City in 2019. She currently fo-
cuses on cultural consulting and 
long-term development of the 
UNESCO Creative Cities program in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Anamaría is a curator and museum 
educator from Barranquilla, Colom-
bia, focused on social history and nat-
ural heritage interpretation in com-
munity-based museums. 

Currently PhD candidate in Museum 
and Heritage Studies at Victoria Uni-
versity of Wellington (Aotearoa New 
Zealand), researching curatorial prac-
tices in NZ and Chile. She was a 
board member and secretary of 
ICME from 2022–2025 and has been 
a member of ICOM Chile since 2018, 

as well as was part of CECA Chile be-
tween 2018 and 2022. 

Anamaría has worked as curatorial ad-
visor to community-based museums 
in Chile and Colombia, supporting 
the development of exhibitions and 
the interpretation of cultural and nat-
ural heritage, collections research 
and care, education programmes, 
and fundraising in isolated territo-
ries. She also has been involved in 
museum accessibility projects in Eng-
land. In 2018, Anamaría co-founded 
the museums’ network of the Aysén 
Region in Chilean Patagonia, co-curat-
ed and developed the concept for the 
permanent exhibitions of the Museo 
de Cochrane, Museo de Chile Chico 
and Museo de la Patagonia Padre An-
tonio Ronchi in Villa O’Higgins. She 
has also curated exhibitions for other 
grassroots organisations and local 
governments, highlighting nature 
conservation, industrial heritage, 
and arts, in collaboration with Patago-
nian artists, historians and activists.
Following her passion for birds and 
natural heritage, in 2025 Anamaría 
became a tour guide at Zealandia Te 
Māra a Tāne, the first fully fenced 
urban ecosanctuary in the world, lo-
cated in Wellington, Aotearoa New 
Zealand.



SHAIMAA MATAR
ICOM ICME SECURTARY

Huang Sing-Da
ICOM ICME TREASURER

ALI MAHFOUZ
BOARD MEMBER,  
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, 
ICME NEWS

Shaimaa Matar is a Senior Museum 
Curator at the National Museum of 
Egyptian Civilization, with extensive 
experience in curatorial practice, ex-
hibition strategy, collection interpre-
tation, and exhibition development. 
She currently serves as Treasurer of 
ICOM Arab and is a Board Member of 
the International Committee for Mu-
seums and Collections of Ethnogra-
phy (ICME–ICOM), contributing to in-
ternational discussions on muse-
ums, communities, and cultural 
policy.

She is a researcher in museology and 
heritage studies, with a particular in-
terest in exhibition strategy, commu-
nity-based museums, ethnographic 
collections, and the social role of mu-
seums in safeguarding cultural iden-
tity. In 2025, she published a peer-re-
viewed book chapter with Springer 
Nature examining the ecomuseum 
paradigm as a tool for sustaining cul-
tural heritage in the context of cli-
mate change. Her work bridges aca-
demic research and professional 
practice, focusing on inclusive exhibi-
tion models, sustainability, and com-
munity engagement.

Huang Sing-Da is an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Arts and 
Creative Industries at National Dong 
Hwa University. He holds a Ph.D. in 
communication from National 
Chengchi University and has exten-
sive leadership and curatorial experi-
ence at major national museums in 
Taiwan, including serving as chief of 
the Operations, Collections, and In-
formation Division at the National 
Museum of Natural Science; chief of 
the Education Department at the Na-
tional Taiwan Museum; and chief of 
the Research Division at the Nation-
al Museum of History. He has also 
served as secretary-general of the 
Taiwan Museum Association, where 
he coordinated national museum af-
fairs and professional networks. An 
academic and curator, he has curat-
ed and led numerous museum pro-
jects, including the ICOM Taiwan Pa-
vilion, multimedia and interactive ex-
hibitions, and digital and online exhi-
bition initiatives. He demonstrates 
strong competency in international 
collaboration, public communica-
tion, and museum innovation.

His major research fields are muse-
ums, art galleries and the cultural cre-
ative industries. His research inter-
ests include museology, museum gov-
ernance, mediatization, technology 
and society, popular culture, narratol-
ogy, education and psychology, 
ethnic representation, and museum 
on prescription. His major publica-
tions include From Objects to Institu-
tions: Reconstructing Mediation, Clas-
sification, and Governance in 
Museum Collections (2025), Explor-
ing Transnational and Transdiscipli-
nary Museum Practices through the 
Lens of Taiwan–Japan Prescription Ex-
change (2025), Managing Communi-
cation in Contemporary Museums 
(2022), and Probing the Mediatiza-
tion Process of Museums Combining 
Concepts of the Virtual and the Real 
Worlds: A Narrative Analysis of the 
Online Display of Collections (2020). 

ICME NEWS 97 December 2025 8

Ali Mahfouz is a Cultural Heritage 
Consultant at FalconViz (KAUST), 
Saudi Arabia, with over 13 years of ex-
perience in cultural heritage site man-
agement and museums. 



He began his professional career in 
January 2012 as an archaeologist 
with the Ministry of Antiquities in 
Egypt, where he progressed to 
become Supervisor of the Mansoura 
Storage Museum (2015–2018) and 
later served as Director until Decem-
ber 2023. Since January 2024, he has 
been working as a Cultural Heritage 
Consultant at FalconViz (KAUST). Ali 
is PMP certified from the Project 
Management Institute (PMI).

Ali holds a Bachelor’s degree in Ar-
chaeology (2010), postgraduate stud-
ies (2011), a Master’s degree (2017), 
and a PhD in Archaeology (2025). He 
has published four academic articles 
and one book, and has contributed 
to international heritage projects 
with UNESCO, USAID, the American 
Embassy, and the Dutch Embassy. In 
2021, he co-founded the Egypt Herit-
age Association, a non-profit organi-
zation focused on heritage documen-
tation and professional training. Ali 
has been an active member of ICOM 
since 2017 and served as a board 
member of ICOM Egypt (2021–2025 
and 2025–2028). He has also acted 
as a scientific committee jury 
member for ICOM-ICME conferences 
in Azerbaijan, Prague, Mexico, and 
Dubai, and maintains strong profes-
sional connections with UNESCO, 
ICON, and CAA.

Yaarob ALABDULLAH is an experi-
enced archaeologist and museum 
specialist, Yaarob has dedicated 
their career to the protection of cul-
tural heritage across con�lict-a�fect-
ed regions in Syria. With extensive 
expertise in archaeological field-
work, museum leadership, and emer-
gency heritage response, they have 
played a pivotal role in safeguarding 
some of the region’s most significant 
collections during times of crisis.

From 2004 to 2013, Yaarob served as 
Head of the Archaeological Excava-
tions Department in Deir Ezzor, di-
recting major international missions 
in collaboration with German, 
French, Spanish, and British teams. 
Their work spanned key sites along 
the Euphrates Valley—including Tel 
Ayash, Dura Europos, Tel Kasra, Hal-
abiya, and Zalabiya contributing 
vital knowledge to the archaeologi-
cal record of the region.

During the outbreak of war in 
2013–2014, Yaarob led the Deir Ezzor 
Department of Antiquities, where 
they oversaw emergency protection 
measures for museum collections. 
Under their direction, more than 
36,000 artifacts were secured, docu-
mented, and protected. In parallel, 
they cooperated closely with 
UNESCO and the Free University of 
Berlin to support international docu-
mentation and heritage-preserva-
tion e�forts.

From 2014 to 2018, as Director of the 
Damascus National Museum, Yaarob 
supervised national artifact docu-
mentation programs, prepared files 
on stolen objects for INTERPOL, and 
actively engaged with UNESCO initia-
tives dedicated to cultural heritage 
protection. Their academic research 
at Lyon 2 University focused on com-
bating the illicit tra�ficking of cultural 
property, further strengthening their 
international expertise.

A contributor to several global profes-
sional forums, Yaarob was a member 
of the Museum Definition Working 
Group that developed the new 
museum definition adopted in 
Prague in 2022. They are currently a 
Board Member of the International 
Committee of Ethnography Muse-
ums (ICME) for the 2025–2028 term 
and a Member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the International Election Com-
mittee (IEC) 2025–2028.

Yaarob holds a Master’s degree in 
Arts & Archaeology and a Master-lev-
el certification in Museum Manage-
ment.
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Renata Curcio Valente, Curator, Eth-
nology Section and PPGAS, National 
Museum, UFRJ, Brazil
Andrea Pegoraro, Director, Juan B. 
Ambrosetti Ethnographic Museum, 
FFyL. University of Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina

October, 2024
The ICME meeting at the National 
Museum of Anthropology in Mexico 
City was marked by the convergence 
of interests, ongoing projects and re-
search experiences. A small but 
tuned group of representatives of 
museums, universities and research 
centers from the most diverse con-
texts – especially from the Americas, 
and from Europe and Asia – personal-
ly attended the meeting, highlight-
ing important contributions to the 
debate on ethnographic collections 
and the new challenges that muse-
ums face today with this type of col-
lections acquired mostly in a coloni-
al context. The concepts of dialogue, 
reparation, repatriation, restitution, 
decolonization, inclusion, reactiva-
tion of objects, new memories, re-
pressed histories, among others, 
showed signs of transnational and in-
terdisciplinary debates that cross 
museological institutions. The nu-
merous presentations and panels al-
lowed for re�lection on a wide range 
of topics, highlighting the 

debate on collaborative work, part-
nership building, networking and di-
alogue.

The cohesion of the group, despite 
the linguistic di�ferences, allowed a 
very harmonious coexistence with 
the possibility of participating, in ad-
dition to the presentations, in visits 
to archaeological sites and countless 
museums and historical sites that 
only Mexico City has, and that the or-
ganization of the event, in the 
person of Heidi McKinnon, was able 
to o�fer us.

Political positioning 
A�ter the collective listening and 
debate among the participants, we 
consider it important to suggest 
deepening more horizontal practic-
es within ICME. On the one hand, we 
consider it necessary to consider 
other countries in the Americas to 
carry it out, and on the other hand, to 
reduce costs to make it more accessi-
ble to representatives of communi-
ties that were subjected to a colonial 
past, such as those in the Americas, 
Asia, Africa and Oceania.

As we pointed out before, the collec-
tions of ethnographic museums are 
the result of European colonial con-
texts towards the rest of the 
non-Western world, mainly from the 
nineteenth century, accompanied by 
genocidal processes, especially with 
the Indigenous peoples (autochtho-
nous and tribal) of the planet. 

In this sense, the presentations have 
given an account in di�ferent ways of 
these processes of collecting collec-
tions to fill museums in di�ferent 
parts of the world. Along these lines, 
it is important to guarantee condi-
tions for expanding the participation 
of regions whose history was marked 
by colonialism and which are still ex-
periencing its social, cultural and eco-
nomic consequences in the global 
structure. The Indigenous and autoch-
thonous peoples of these regions 
were colonized and studied by scien-
tific expeditions in order to collect ob-
jects of their material culture to trans-
fer to local and international muse-
ums. 

In line with this, the debate on the res-
titution of human remains and their 
exhibition, as well as cultural herit-
age, was very important, puts on the 
table the importance of re�lecting on 
the issue of property rights over cul-
tural heritage and the need to bring 
together representatives of di�ferent 
contexts in this debate. It is impor-
tant to highlight the importance of 
having an international forum such 
as the ICME, which can be a space for 
representation and dialogue for rep-
resentatives of countries su�fering 
from social and income inequalities, 
violence, authoritarian hierarchies 
and contexts of internal colonialism 
to raise issues related to the commu-
nities of origin that are represented in 
ethnographic collections and muse-
ums. 

WINDS FROM THE SOUTH - THE 
EXPERIENCE OF THE ICME ANNUAL 
MEETING IN MEXICO CITY 2024

As a committee, we suggest having a 
clear position on the matter and that 
is why we reiterate the need to hold 
these annual meetings in global ma-
jority countries to facilitate the partic-
ipation of Indigenous peoples.
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ICME at the ICOM General 
Conference in Dubai
Scientific Exchange, Committee Engagement, 
and Future Planning

SHAIMAA MATAR
ICOM ICME SECURTARY

The ICOM General Conference held 
in Dubai provided an important plat-
form for the International Commit-
tee for Museums and Collections of 
Ethnography (ICME) to actively 
engage in scientific dialogue, com-
mittee collaboration, and strategic 
planning. ICME’s participation re-
�lected the committee’s continued 
commitment to advancing ethno-
graphic museology and fostering in-
ternational exchange within the 
ICOM network.

ICME Scientific Sessions at the Gen-
eral Conference
During the General Conference, 
ICME organized three dedicated sci-
entific sessions that addressed con-
temporary issues relevant to ethno-
graphic museums and collections in 
collaboration with ICOM ARAM and 
SOMUS. The sessions brought to-
gether presenters from diverse cul-
tural and geographic backgrounds, 
o�fering a wide range of perspectives 
on museum practice, representa-
tion, and community engagement.

Topics discussed across the sessions 
included the role of ethnographic 
museums in interpreting cultural 
identities, approaches to safeguard-
ing tangible and intangible heritage, 
and current challenges related to 
museum narratives, ethics, and col-
laboration with source communi-
ties. 

The sessions were marked by active 
discussion and strong audience en-
gagement, highlighting the rele-
vance of ethnographic museums as 
spaces for critical re�lection and 
cross-cultural dialogue.

Al Shindagha Museum as Host of IC 
Day
On the margins of the General Con-
ference, Al Shindagha Museum 
hosted the International Commit-
tees Day (IC Day), welcoming mem-
bers of ICOM’s International Commit-
tees. As a host venue, the museum of-
fered participants the opportunity to 
experience a cultural institution ded-
icated to presenting the heritage 
and social history of the United Arab 
Emirates.

Al Shindagha Museum focuses on 
documenting traditional ways of life, 
cra�ts, community structures, and 
historical transformations within 
Emirati society. The visit provided IC 
members with insight into a locally 
grounded museum approach that in-
terprets national heritage through 
contemporary exhibition practices.

Preparations for the ICME Annual 
Conference in Taiwan
During the General Conference, 
ICME representatives met with the 
organizing committee of the upcom-
ing ICME Annual Conference, 

scheduled to take place in Taiwan. 
The meeting focused on discussing 
the preliminary conference frame-
work, proposed thematic directions, 
and organizational planning for the 
event.

These discussions formed part of 
ICME’s broader e�forts to ensure the 
continuity and quality of its annual 
scientific program, while strengthen-
ing international participation and 
scholarly exchange among mem-
bers and partners.

First Meeting of the Newly Elected 
ICME Board
The Dubai General Conference was 
also significant as it marked the first 
General Conference following the 
election of the new ICME Board. The 
newly elected Board convened an 
in-person meeting to discuss priori-
ties for the upcoming term and to 
outline an initial roadmap for future 
activities.

Key areas of focus included strength-
ening scientific programming, en-
hancing communication with ICME 
members, and reinforcing the com-
mittee’s role in addressing contem-
porary challenges facing ethno-
graphic museums worldwide.

Conclusion
ICME’s participation in the ICOM 
General Conference in Dubai demon-
strated the committee’s active role 
within the international museum 
community. Through its scientific 
sessions, committee meetings, and 
forward-looking discussions, ICME 
rea�firmed its commitment to pro-
moting ethnographic research, sup-
porting professional exchange, and 
contributing to the evolving dis-
course on museums, heritage, and 
society.



Upcoming ICME Conference 
in Taiwan (2026) 

Main Theme-Recovery and Regeneration: 
Ethnographic Museums as Spaces of Heal-
ing, Continuity, and Transformation

About the Conference:
The 2026 ICME Annual Conference, to be 
held in late October in Taiwan, marks an im-
portant milestone for the global ethno-
graphic museum community. Hosting the 
conference in Taiwan, a place shaped by lay-
ered histories, Indigenous presence, and vi-
brant cultural diversity, provides a mean-
ingful setting for addressing how muse-
ums can more responsibly engage with con-
temporary social, cultural, and political 
transformations. 

In alignment with ICME’s commitment to 
human rights, community collaboration, 
and the critical reassessment of colonial 
and exclusionary legacies, the conference 
o�fers a vital platform to explore how mu-
seums recover marginalized voices, regen-
erate cultural knowledge, and support 
living traditions in a rapidly changing 
world. By gathering in Taiwan, ICME mem-
bers can collectively advance new practic-
es that foster intercultural understanding, 
ethical stewardship, and innovative re-
sponses to the evolving needs of commu-
nities worldwide.

Members of the newly elected ICOM ICME Board during a 
meeting with the Taiwan 2026 Conference Organizing Team

Meeting of the newly elected ICOM ICME 
Board during ICOM Dubai General conference 
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Huang Sing-Da
Chair, ICOM ICME 2026 Conference



A New Year, Shared Heritage: 
Happy 2026 from ICOM ICME

This illustration was generated using ChatGPT, as an AI design tool, guided and edited by the Editor-in-Chief.
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CONTACT 
ICME NEWS

ICME NEWS is, above all, a platform for its members. We warmly invite ICME mem-
bers and museum professionals worldwide, to share your experiences, research, ex-
hibitions, projects, and re�lections. We encourage contributions on upcoming con-
ferences and exhibitions, reviews of past events, or articles that re�lect on current 
trends in museum practice. We are particularly interested in pieces that introduce 
an ICME member museum or provide insights into contemporary debates, includ-
ing restitution and repatriation. In future editions, we plan to explore these topics in 
innovative ways, such as through comics, to examine how ethnographic museums 
are addressing them.

We are preparing upcoming issues dedicated to Dubai and Mexico City, and we 
warmly encourage you to share your contributions, statements, and news to enrich 
these and future editions. We also welcome members who wish to support the 
newsletter by volunteering with our editorial team. Your engagement will help us 
expand our global perspective and ensure ICME NEWS continues to re�lect the rich-
ness and diversity of our worldwide community. Please reach out if you would like 
to submit a contribution, refer content, or join our team of volunteers.

Editorial Team: 
ICME Newsletter No. 97

Dr. Ali Mahfouz
Cultural Heritage Consultant, FalconViz, KSA. 
Editor-in-chief of ICME News
E-mail: ali_mahfouz55@yahoo.com 

Ms. Heidi McKinnon
Founder, Curators without Borders
ICME Chair

Ms. Anamaría Rojas Múnera 
PhD Candidate in Museum and Heritage Studies,
Victoria University of Wellington
Aotearoa New Zealand 
ICME Vice Chair
Email: anamariarmu@gmail.com

ICME’s website: https://icme.mini.icom.museumISSN: 2707-7594

Follow us on our social media:  LinkedIn,  Instagram, Facebook, and  X (ex-Twitter)

ICME News
Digital publication of the 
International Committee for 
Museums and Collections of 
Ethnography, released biannually

https://www.linkedin.com/company/icme-icom/
https://www.instagram.com/icom_icme/
https://www.facebook.com/ICOM.ICME
https://x.com/search?q=%40ICOM_ICME
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